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Title:                   An introduction to religion and politics : theory and practice 
 

Author:              Jonathan Fox 
 

Publisher:          Routledge/Taylor & Francis,  2018 
 

Subject:             Religion and politics. 
 

DDC/Location:  322.1   F791I 

This fully revised edition offers a comprehensive overview of the many theories of religion and politics and 
provides students with an accessible, in-depth guide to the subject’s most significant debates, issues, and 
methodologies. 

It begins by asking the basic questions of how social scientists see religion and why religion remains relevant 
to politics in the modern era. Fox examines the influence of religious identity, beliefs, institutions and 
legitimacy on politics, and surveys important approaches and issues found in the literature on religion and 
politics. Four new chapters on religious policy around the world, political secularism, and religious freedom 
and human rights have been added to fully revised content covering religious identity, rational choice 
approaches to religious politics worldviews, beliefs, doctrines, ideologies, institutions and political 
mobilization, fundamentalism, secularization, and religion and conflict. 

This work will be essential reading for all students of religion and politics, comparative politics, international 
relations, and security studies. 
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Title:                   Demographic engineering : population strategies in ethnic conflict 
 

Author:              Paul Morland 
 

Publisher:          Routledge/Taylor & Francis,  2014 
 

Subject:             Ethnic groups -- Political activity. Ethnic relations -- Political aspects. Ethnic conflict --       
Political aspects -- Case studies. 

 

DDC/Location:  323.11   M827D 

Demography has always mattered in conflict, but with conflict increasingly of an inter-ethnic nature, with 
sharper demographic differences between ethnic groups and with the spread of democracy, numbers count 
in conflict now more than ever. This book argues for and develops a framework for demographic engineering 
which provides a fresh perspective for looking at political events in countries where ethnicity matters. It asks 
how policies have been framed and implemented to change the demography of ethnic groups on the ground 
in their own interests. It also examines how successful these policies have been, focusing on the cases of 
Sri Lanka, Israel/Palestine, Northern Ireland and the USA. Often these policies are hidden but author Paul 
Morland teases them out with skill both from the statistics and documentary records and through 
conversations with participants. Offering a new way of thinking about demographic engineering (’hard 
demography’ versus ’soft demography’) and how ethnic groups in conflict deploy demographic strategies, 
this book will have a broad appeal to demographers, geographers and political scientists. 
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Examining key countries in every region of world, this handbook presents population profiles and analyses 
concerning racial/ethnic disparities and changing intergroup relations. Inside, prominent scholars from 
various parts of the world and disciplines address the links between stratification, demography, and conflict 
across the globe. 

Organized by region/continent, coverage for each profiled country includes demographic information; a 
historical overview that addresses past racial/ethnic conflict; identification of the most salient demographic 
trends and issues that the country faces; theoretical issues related to the linkages between stratification, 
demography, and conflict; methodological issues including quality of data and cutting-edge methods to better 
understand the issue at hand; and details on the possible future of the existing trends and issues with 
particular emphasis on public policy and human rights. 

This handbook will help readers to better understand the commonalities and differences that exist globally in 
the interplay between stratification, demography, and conflict. In addition, it also provides an excellent 
inventory of theoretical perspectives and methodological approaches that are needed to better comprehend 
this issue. 

This handbook will appeal to students, researchers, and policy analysts in the areas of race and ethnic 
relations, demography, inequality, international sociology, international relations, foreign studies, social 
geography, and social development. 
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Title:                   Lineages of political society : studies in postcolonial democracy 
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Publisher:          Columbia University Press,  2011 
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Partha Chatterjee, a pioneering theorist known for his disciplinary range, builds on his theory of "political 
society" and reinforces its salience to contemporary political debate. Dexterously incorporating the concerns 
of South Asian studies, postcolonialism, the social sciences, and the humanities, Chatterjee broadly critiques 
the past three hundred years of western political theory to ask, Can democracy be brought into being, or 
even fought for, in the image of Western democracy as it exists today? 

Using the example of postcolonial societies and their political evolution, particularly communities within India, 
Chatterjee undermines the certainty of liberal democratic theory in favor of a realist view of its achievements 
and limitations. Rather than push an alternative theory, Chatterjee works solely within the realm of critique, 
proving political difference is not always evidence of philosophical and cultural backwardness outside of the 
West. Resisting all prejudices and preformed judgments, he deploys his trademark, genre-bending, 
provocative analysis to upend the assumptions of postcolonial studies, comparative history, and the common 
claims of contemporary politics. 
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