
 RESEARCH PROJECT FOR DEGREE OF LLB 

   

HONOUR KILLING SYNDROME:IMPLICATIONS OF ANTI HONOUR 

KILLING LAWS IN PAKISTAN 
 

 

 

 

This research project is submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the Degree of 

LL.B. 

 

Research Project Supervisor 

Dr. Nadia Khadam 

Group Members 

Gul Zaman (01-177131-008) 

Shoaib Ahsan Khalid (01-177131-034) 

Mehjabeen Shahid Malik (01-177141-052) 

Submission Date: December 8th, 2017 

DEPARTMENT OF LAW 

BAHRIA UNIVERSITY ISLAMABAD 

  
 



ORIGNALITY REPORT 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

i 
 



SUPERVISOR’S APPROVAL 
 

I hereby, forward this work done by  Gul Zaman, Shaoib Ahsan Khalid and Mahjabeen Shahid Malik 

to the research committee for the final evaluation. 

 

 

 

 

 

Supervisor’s Name:           Dr. Nadia Khadam 

 

 

Supervisor’s Signature: ___________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Department of Law 

Bahria University, Islamabad. 

 

 

 

ii 
 



 

DECLARATION OF ETHICAL CONDUCT IN RESEARCH 
 

We, as students of Bahria university, herby, declare that: 

first, we have abided by the research ethics while writing this research project. 

Secondly, we have not committed any acts that may discredit or damage the credibility of our 

research.  These include, but are not limmited to; falsification distortion of research findings or 

plagiarsm. 

Thirdly, we need to go through a plagiarism check before submitting this research project. 

 

 

 Dated:              8thDecember, 2017 

 

Degree:             LL.B 

 

Department:     Law 

 

Supervisor:       Dr. Nadia Khadam 

 

Name and signature of students: 

Gul Zaman kakar                   ________________ 

Shoaib Ahsan Khalid             ________________ 

Mahjabeen Shahid Malik       ________________ 

 

 

iii 
 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AND DEDICATION 
 

In the name of Allah Almighty; the most merciful and beneficent; 

 

We didicate this research to our parents, family and friends. 

We specially dedicate our work to all those , who are the victims from honour killing. 

 

We are immensely thankful and appreciative to our supervisor Dr. Nadia Khadam, 

for her immense help in the narrowing down and focusing of our topic. For the past six months her 

constructive criticism and great insight has been priceless to our work and our experience at Bahria 

University Islamabad. 

Special gratitude to Allah Almighty for His blessings and making our dreams come true. 

We also express our deep gratitude to the whole faculty of Law Department, Bahria University 

Islamabad. 

 

 

 

Thank you All 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

iv 
 



LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS 

  

1) CEDAW:  The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.       

1979 

2) CrPC: Criminal Procedure Code 1892   

3) DPO:   District Police Officer 

4) ECHR: European Convention on Human Rights 1950 

5) FATA: Federally Administered Tribal Areas 

6) FCR: Fata Crime Regulation Act 1901 

7) HC: High Courts of Pakistan 

8) ICCPR: International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 1976 

9) KPK: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 

10) PATA: Provincial Administrative Tribal Area 

11) PPC: Pakistan Penal Code 1860 

12) QSO:  .Qanun-e-Shahadat order 1984 

13) SC: Supreme Court of Pakistan 

14) UNO: United Nation Organization 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

v 
 



LIST OF THE CASES 
 

1) Abdul Haque Vs. The State PLD 1996 SC 1 (Pak) 

2) Ali Muhammad Vs. Ali Muhammad 1993 P.CR.L.J, 557 (Pak) 

3) Aurangzeb Vs. The State, 2015 Y.L.R 912 (Pak) 

4) Aziz Ullah Vs. The State, 2016 PCrLJ 681. (Pak)   

5) Bux Machi Vs. The State; 2013 Y L R 2190 (Pak) 

6) Daimuddi Vs. The State 2010 MLD 1089 (Pak) 

7) Dunya box Vs. The State; 2011 Y.L.R 2542 (Pak) 

8) Federation of Pakistan Vs. Gul Ahssan Khan; PLD 1989 SC 633 (Pak) 

9) Ghulam Yasin Vs. The State and another; P L D 2017 Lah 103 (Pak) 

10) Ghulam Yasin Vs. The State;  PLD 1994 Lahore 392, at 398 (Pak)  

11) Iqrar Hussain and others Vs. The State 2014 SCMR 1155 (Pak) 

12) Khadim Hussain Vs. The State PLD 2012 Balochistan 179 (Pak) 

13) Mrs. Rahmat Bibi and another  Vs. Station House Officer, Karan Sharif PLD  2016 Sindh 268, p 

275 (Pak) 

14) Mrs. Rahmat Bibi and another Vs. Station House Officer, Karan Sharif ; PLD 2016 Sindh 268 

15) Muhammad Akhtar Vs. Gul Ahssan;  Y.L.R 2009, 1092 (Pak) 

16) Muhammad Akhtar Vs. the state, 2009 YLR 1092 (Pak) 

17) Muhammad Ameer Vs. The State , PLD 2006 SC 283 (Pak) 

18) Muhammad Azam Vs. The State ,2016 P Cr. L.J Note 31 (Pak) 

19) Muhammad Farooq Vs. The State; Y. L. R.2008. 231 (Pak) 

20) Muhammad Saleh Vs. The State;  PLD 1965 SC446 (Pak) 

21) Qaisar Ayub Vs. The State; P. Cr. L. J. 2009, 1148 (Pak) 

22) Sardar Muhammad Vs. The State;  1997 MLD 3045 (Pak) 

23) Shezad Vs. The State; 2015Y.L.R 1517 (Pak) 

vi 
 



24) Subah Sadiq Vs. The State; 2008 Y.L.R 227 (Pak) 

25) Syeda Viquar un Nisa Hashmi Vs. Federal Government of Pakistan, P L D 2017 Federal Shariat 

Court 8 

26) The State Vs. Muhammad Hanif SCMR 2047 (Pak) 

27) The State Vs. Nuur Uddin2013 YLR 618 (Pak) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

vii 
 



     TABLE OF CONTENTS 

   
• ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AND DEDICATION ........................................................................... iv 

• LIST OF THE CASES .................................................................................................................... vi 

• ABSTRACT ..................................................................................................................................... 1 

• THESIS TITLE .............................................................................. Error! Bookmark not defined. 

• PROBLEM STATEMENT ............................................................ Error! Bookmark not defined. 

• CHAPTER 1 HONOUR KILLING ................................. Error! Bookmark not defined. 

• 1.1 Introduction .............................................................................. Error! Bookmark not defined. 

• 1.2 Honour ..................................................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

• 1.3 History of the honour killing.................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

• 1.4 Honour killing in Pakistan……………………………………………………………………..9 

• 1.5 Criminological theories and reasons behind honour killing .... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

1.5.1 Social Process Theory ......................................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

1.5.2 Rational choice theory ........................................ Error! Bookmark not defined. 

1.5.3 Trait Theories ...................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

1.5.4 Psychological Positivism .................................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

• 1.6 Statistical Data ......................................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

• 1.7 Honour killing laws in Pakistan ............................................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

• CHAPTER 2 CRIME OF HONOR KILLING AND RIGHT TO LIFE .....Error! 

Bookmark not defined. 

• 2.1   Basic human rights ................................................................. Error! Bookmark not defined. 

• 2.2 Honour killing under international law .................................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

• 2.2.1 Fundamental Rights in the Constitution of Pakistan ............. Error! Bookmark not defined. 

2.3 Contradiction in laws ............................................. Error! Bookmark not defined. 

• 2.3 Islamic perspective................................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

viii 
 



2.3.1 Islam condemn the offence of honour killing ..... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

• 2.3.2 Veil, Pollution and the Fetish of purity ................................. Error! Bookmark not defined. 

• 2.4 Informal Legal System “Jirga” ................................................ Error! Bookmark not defined. 

2.6.1) Legal Status of FCR .......................................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

• 2.6 Ghairat (honour) as a tribal notion: .......................................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

• CHAPTER 3 THE LAWS OF HONOUR KILLING IN PAKISTAN .........Error! 

Bookmark not defined. 

• 3.1 Historical background .............................................................. Error! Bookmark not defined. 

• 3.2 The legacy of Qisas and Diyat law .......................................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

• 3.3 Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2004 ................................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

• 3.4 Anti-honour Killings Laws (Criminal Laws Amendment Act, 2014)Error! Bookmark not 

defined. 

• 3.5 Reported case laws in Pakistan ................................................ Error! Bookmark not defined. 

• 3.6 Analysis of reported case laws ................................................. Error! Bookmark not defined. 

• CHAPTER 4 CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONSError! Bookmark 

not defined. 

• BIBLIOGRAPHY .......................................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

ix 
 



ABSTRACT 
 

In patriarchal society like Pakistan “Honour” is an undefined notion, it is always used for the 

justification of the crime by the offenders in the honour killing crimes. In Pakistan, violence against 

women in the pretext of honour is not a new phenomenon or new concept; it has been justified by the 

different societies in the name of culture, tradition, and the norm codes set by their ancestors. 

Unfortunately, killing in the pretext of honour has been increased from the last two decades, besides 

having laws for honour killing.  Actually the purpose behind such killings is to control the behavior 

of the women in the society and to form the writ of the men dominancy.  Interestingly, honour is not 

legally sanctioned, however the judiciary, the executives and the society condones it in one way or 

other. In tribal areas of Pakistan it is not considered a crime to kill the culprits who bring a bad name 

to society or contravene in the traditional norm codes. 

The honour killing is now accepted notion, which has made women to suffer and deprive 

them from their basic rights guaranteed by International Law, Constitution of Pakistan and Islam. 

This research project highlights the lacunas in the anti honour killing laws, in the precedent set by the 

Apex court while awarding sentence to the offenders. To control the crime of the honour killing, 

judiciary is required while interpretation of the statutes follow literary rule rather precedents set by 

the apex Court in pre- 2004 laws of honour killing. Administration is required to form the Darul-

Amans in every district for the protection of the women from the hand of the offenders. State is 

responsible to ensure the fundamental rights to their citizens enshrined in the Constitution of 

Pakistan. The most important role judiciary can play in curbing this crime while awarding sentences 

to the offenders by strict adherence of law. 
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