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BAHRIA UNIVERSITY VALUES EDUCATION
CAN PRODUCE GOOD CITIZENS

* Striving hard by creating wealth of opportunities in the neglected areas to contribute better for

Pakistan

* Opens nationwide campaign to create 'blue economy’A awareness; bridging academia-industrial '

linkage

MS UROOJ AIJAZ
(feedback @ pgeconomist.com)

he university’s place as a

paramount player in a global

system increasingly driven by
knowledge, information and ideas. We
live in a time when knowledge is ever
more vital to our societies and econo-
mies, in a world of rapidly circulating
capital and people have revolutionary
communication technologies. Knowl-
edge is replacing other resources as the
main driver of economic growth, and
education becomes the foundation for
individual prosperity and social mobil-
ity. Universities play an important role
as leaders in teaching, learning and in
research and technology. In teaching
activities, universities provide the pro-
fessional training for high-level jobs, as
well as the education necessary for the
development of the personality and so-
ciety needed to meet the challenges of
sustainable development in a commu-
nity, in raising public awareness, in de-
velopmg new cultural values by trainmg
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and socializing people of new social era
bringing out economic, political, social
and cultural transformation providing
preconditions for informed decision-
making, responsible behavior and con-
sumer choice.

As universities are cast in increasingly
intense competition for students, their
cultural and civic role has become ever
more important. Now, universities need
to prove that they do more thanjust teach
students to pass their degree courses
so, creating a wealth of graduates with
skills, leadership abilities along with the
good social being is one of the most
important contributions expected by the
somety from any university but as the
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Discovering Knowledge

times passes with so much emphasis on
natural sciences, social sciences can
sometimes appear to take a back seat
instead of the fact that social sciences
touch all our lives in so many different
ways, and ought to be much more cen-
tre stage in terms of national policy
making as it study the impact of change
of migration, looking at issues of debt
and poverty, trying to improve housing,
developing new ways of supporting fami-
lies who are facing multiple disadvan-
tages and working with voluntary orga-
nizations and charities involved in de-
livering public services etc but nowa-
days education is only measured as an
instrument of economic growth by ne-
glecting the importance of developing
such capacities. It misses the fact that
we are all interpreters and ignores that
something is not about ‘facts’ only but
about understanding and meaning.
Humanities and social and political sci-
ences have much to offer in providing
powerful insights for promoting devel-
opment.

SOCIAL SCIENCES NEGLECT
LEADS TO NARROW DEVELOPMENT

Many social scientists believe their
achievements are undervalued, espe-
cially when compared with the work of
those in science, technology, engineer-
ing even "whoever wins the election an-
nounce that it's clear that investment in
science should be a priority” but I hope
that the social sciences/humanities can
continue to have a major role and press-
ing challenges of the next decade and it
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is evident that expertise and insight of
social scientists in collaboration with the
colleagues from the natural sciences,
technology and engineering are neces-
sary for the harmonized growth as the
social scientist have a critical role to play
in addressing the big problems that will
confront the country over the next de-
cade.

In this alarming situation very few
higher education organization like
Bahria University realizes that the ideal
and breadth of education lies in embrac-
ing humanities, arts, social sciences,
technology, management sciences, natu-
ral sciences, marine sciences. Bahria
University has the core philosophy that
‘Education’ irrespective of the discipline
have the ability to produce good citizens
along with any of their specialized de-
gree and try to focus the neglected areas
of our society like humanities/social
sciences and marine in terms of 'blue
economy’ not only to strengthen these
sectors but also to explore the wealth of
opportunities for Pakistan, to make them
more practical and useful citizen striv-
ing hard by not only teaching but also
through close relationship with indus-
try and try to incorporate the sugges-
tions of corporate world in the curricu-
lum so that curriculum becomes more
effective in real world.

Bahria University aims to generate
thoughts and actions towards investi-
gating various opportunities, ways of

cashing the benefits as well as identify-
ing challenges and ways of overcoming
them by raising awareness. Bahria Uni-
versity Karachi by identifying the poten-
tial of 'blue economy’ runs a nationwide
campaign to create awareness on the
subject and trying to make a strong
bridge of academia-industrial linkage to
promote education by offering some
special degree programs by incorporat-
ing the new flavors in the existing tradi-
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tional degree/ diploma programs like BS
(Economics and Finance), BS (Maritime
Business and Management), Chinese
Language etc necessary for the upcom-
ing harmonized social and economic well
being of Pakistan.m

(The writer is a Faculty H&SS Department,
Bahria University, Karachi)
Feedback at: uroojjaijaz@gmail.com

MUHAMMAD AURANGZEB ELECTED

CHAIRMAN OF PAKISTAN BANKS' ASSOCIATION

O n completion of the term of Mr. Aftab Manzoor, as Chairman,
Pakistan Banks' Association (PBA), Mr. Muhammad Aurangzeb,
President & CEO, Habib Bank Limited, has been unanimously elected as Chair-
man PBA. The PBA elections were held in Karachi on January 14, 2019.
Muhammad Aurangzeb joined HBL on April 30, 2018 as the President & CEO.
He has an overall international banking experience of over 30 years, working

at senior management positions with leading global banks.
The Pakistan Banks’ Association (PBA) represents the Financial Institutions
regulated by the State Bank of Pakistan and its main objective is to coordinate

the efforts of the banking industry and to share a common vision of progress

Muhammad Au:;angzeb President &
CEO, Habib Bank Limited

and development with its members.

“Consumer culture and the capitalist mindset have taught
enlightenment) for organlsed political reslstance gl
Derrick Jensen Rt

 to substitute acts of personal consumption (or
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