
1 
 

OUT OF SCHOOLCHILDREN 

Is Pakistan Working in the Right Direction? 

 

 

 

RIMSHA KAMRAN 

ENROLLMENT NO: 01-155122-058 

 

2016 

 

SUPERVISED BY: 
SHAMAS UL DEEN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DEPARTMENT OF HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES 



2 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For my Mother, who made me what I am today 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  

 
This research would not have been possible without the support of my supervisor, Mr Shamas ul 

Deen who believed in me and taught me more than I have learnt in all my four years of the 

degree. I am extremely grateful to him for providing me the skills and exposure that I required 

and being unconditionally supportive throughout the process. From teaching me proper literature 

review to SPSS, he has done it all.  

 

Also, I am grateful to the Literacy and Non Formal Basic Education Department who gave me 

permission to visit their non-formal schools, facilitated me throughout and provided me with the 

required information. Special thanks to Mr. Haroon Raja who initially accompanied me in my 

first trip to the locale as well as to the teachers of these NFBE schools for being so cooperative 

and hospitable. Furthermore, I want to thank my key informant for the FGD’s Taj Bibi and 

Akhtar Khan who both suggested the right people as well as translated Pashtu when needed. 

This research would never have shaped the way it has without my family support. My deepest 

gratitude goes to Ahmed Omer who went on countless trips to the locale and assisted both 

physically by being there throughout data collection, as well as emotionally by backing me up 

and keeping me motivated enough to do this. My younger brother Khyzer who helped me 

thoroughly throughout the process in every way imaginable. And especially my cousin Sana 

without the help and constant guidance of whom, I would not have been able to learn so much 

and achieve what I have.  

 

Last but never the least I want to thank that one person who was the reason behind this research, 

my constant support, my strength. Somebody I have looked up to all my life and want to be like, 

my mother.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4 
 

Abstract 

This research aimed to determine the causes behind primary drop outs in rural areas of Pakistan 

as well as to determine the reasons why Out of School children choose to enroll in Non-Formal 

Basic Education Institutions rather than Formal Systems. The study looked at both genders and 

the differences in their reasons. Children do not simply drop out of school because they do not 

want to study but rather are prone to a series of events that eventually leads to such behaviour of 

dropping out. The main cause behind school drop outs in the case of developing countries is 

believed to be poverty, however this study looks at the various other factors from both within 

school as well as environmental, social and household factors that simultaneously push and pull 

the children to drop out of their schools and courses institutions respectively. The Rawalpindi 

District in Punjab is taken as the locale of the research focusing on the Taxila Tehsil. Non 

Formal Education Institutions were visited in order to gather both quantitative as well as 

qualitative data in the form of survey and Focus Group Discussions. In order to determine why 

the children have dropped out of formal institutions as well as to look at those children who have 

not enrolled in any formal schools to begin with. The gap between what is being provided in 

Formal Education Systems and the needs and requirements of these children that are proving to 

be hindrances in their enrolment were identified. Descriptive and Thematic Analysis was carried 

out on the collected data and gaps between the existing Punjab Policy and the ground reality 

were identified emphasizing why simply the provision of universal primary education is not 

sufficient rather follow through methods are required to keep a track of the children who have 

been enrolled along with the factors that need to be addressed in order to enrol children in rural 

areas in Formal Education Schools. Recommendations are given on how to identify “high risk” 

children who might drop out in order to tackle the problem before it occurs and minimize the 

annual turnover of children from schools. The research aimed to prove that there is not simply 
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one factor leading to drop out but rather an integration of a number of factors that accumulate 

and eventually lead to children dropping out and that similarly, the decision to not enroll in a 

Formal Education System but rather to opt for an Informal Basic Education is made on the basis 

of various interrelated factors. Results of the study indicated that economic factors proved to 

create an overall umbrella to reasons behind out of school children and formed the basis behind 

it. In each case, one or two more factors simply added to the economic reason. These were 

mostly school related and socio-cultural reasons. Distance and household reasons were found to 

not be of great significance in this particular locale. However, the factor that did stand out in this 

case were religious reasons which were found to have a strong impact on children being out of 

school in the Tehsil. Furthermore, overall satisfaction has been found in children studying in 

NFBE schools. In order to implement the numerous policies decided upon, recommendations 

have been given to fulfill the existing gap in the case of out of school children.  
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