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ABSTRACT

Pakistan’s Maritime Economic Zone is enormously rich both in living and 

non-living resources. Most significantly, the Indus Delta region is abundant with the 

prime quality fish and a most attractive lure for fishermen. Indian fishermen therefore 

deliberately violate the international boundaries and indulge in poaching in Pakistan’s 

EEZ, especially in the Indus Delta region. Pakistan imports about 19 MMT of oil 

annually to meet its energy requirements, additionally, considerable quantity of oil 

transit through our EEZ on daily basis which poses a serious threat and possibility of 

sea pollution which could cause damage to marine resources and ecological system of 

Pakistan, contributing huge export for the country. MSA since inception has been 

striving hard to keep this zone under effective surveillance to ensure protection of our 

resources. In order to undertake assigned tasks by PMSA the MSA Act was passed 

in 1994 by the Parliament to provide statuary powers for the assigned tasks.

To optimally utilize the available assets and to create synergy in operations, 

PMSA is well organized with its requisite assets and infrastructure. The MSA has 

four squadrons comprising of Ships and Aircrafts, covers the entire MEZ of Pakistan. 

The first Offshore Squadron comprising 4 X Corvettes and fourth Offshore Squadron 

comprising 3 X Defender Aircrafts covers an area upto EEZ. The second Offshore 

Squadron comprising 9 X Fast Response Boats and 3 X Fast Patrol Boats covers an 

area upto 80 NM from the coast line. While the third one is an Inshore Squadron 

comprising country craft and small boats of Coastal Bases, covers an area upto 12 

NM from the coast line. PMSA in coordination with all other stakeholders also 

conducts oil spill containment exercise at sea rehearsing the anti-oil spill procedures 

and contingency mechanism with an objective to test and physically mobilise the 

requisite assets for ascertain their efficacy and limitations.

Maritime Security Agency has been assigned number of additional tasks other 

than protecting the economic resources and controlling the sea pollution. For which 

the MSA is to readily respond to emergencies and coordinate various operations. This 

has placed an additional burden for the MSA and has made the entire task gigantic 

against the available assets and infrastructure. However PMSA with the economies of 

efforts has been quite successful in safeguarding national interests in the Maritime 

Zones of Pakistan in order to makes our sea safe and secure for the country.

IV



TABLE OF CONTENTS

APPROVAL SHEET.......................................................................................................... i
AUTHENTICATION........................................................................................................ ii
ACKNOWLEDGMENT...................................................................................................Hi
ABSTRACT.......................................................................................................................iv
ABBREVATIONS v
TABLE OF CONTENTS................................................................................................. vi

CHAPTER 1 INTRODUCTION..............................................................................1
1.1 BACKGROUND........................................................................................................ 1
1.2 INTRODUCTION...................................................................................................... 1
1.3 PMSA OPERATIONAL ORGANIZATION........................................................... 3

CHAPTER 2 RESEARCH METHOD AND DESIGN......................................... 7
2.1 STATEMENT OF PROBLEM................................................................................7
2.2 OBJECTIVE OF STUDY......................................................................................... 7
2.3 SIGNIFICANCE OF STUDY................................................................................... 8
2.4 SCOPE AND LIMITATIONS.................................................................................. 8
2.5 RESEARCH DESIGN...............................................................................................9
2.6 RESEARCH METHOD........................................................................... ................ 9

CHAPTER 3 REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE & STUDIES...............11
3.1 MARITIME ECONOMIC ZONES......................................................................... 11
3.2 POLLUTION CONTROL.........................................................................................14
3.3 GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION OF MARITIME ZONES................................ 18
3.4 GAPS TO BE BRIGDED BY THIS STUDY.........................................................21

CHAPTER 4 PRESENTATION ANALYSIS....................................................... 22
4.1. OPERATIONAL SETUP OF PMSA......................................................................22
4.2. CONTROL OF MARINE POLLUTION................................................................23
4.3. MARINE DISASTERS/POLLUTION INCIDENTS........................................... 24
4.4. POLLUTION CONTROL UNIT............................................................................27
4.5. POLLUTION CONTROL ORGANIZATIONAL SET UP..................................27

CHAPTERS CONCLUSION & RECOMMENDATIONS................................32

5.1 FINDINGS............................................................................................................... 32
5.2 CONCLUSION........................................................................................ !............. 34
5.3 RECOMMENDATIONS........................................................................................ 35

BIBLIOGRAPHY........................................................................................................... 38

TABLE OF FIGURES

Figure: 1 - Maritime Economic Zones of Pakistan........................................................ 3
Figure: 2 - MSA Corvettes............................................................................................... 5
Figure: 3 - MSA Fast Patrol Boats...................................................................................5
Figure: 4 - MSA Fast Response Boats............................................................................ 6
Figure: 5 - MSA Maritime Patrol Aircraft...................................................................... 6
Figure: 6 - Marine Pollution........................................................................................... 15

VI


