THE PROSPECTS OF AN ENDURING INDO-U.S STRATEGIC
RELATIONS IN THE POST 9/11 WORLD ORDER

Supervisor

Sir Taugeer Hussain

By
Ghina Mehr

Department of Social Sciences
Bahria University Islamabad

2013



THE PROSPECTS OF AN ENDURING INDO-U.S STRATEGIC
RELATIONS IN THE POST 9/11 WORLD ORDER

BY

GHINA MEHR

THESIS

Submitted in fulfilment of the requirement for degree of Bachelors of
Social Sciences in International Relations in the Humanities and Social

Sciences Department of the

Bahria University Islamabad Campus

Advisor:

Sir Taugeer Hussain



Table of Contents

P AN o 1Y 1 = ¢! SO RR TR 6
ACKNOWIedgemEents ......ccvvviiiiiniiiiinniiiinricssnstcsensscssnsscsonnnces 7
=1 o] (SN o) M OX0] 01 (=14 | (T 3

Chapter 1 Introduction

1.1, Introduction.....cccceeieiieiiiiniieiieiiieiieiieiiieiieciecnieaseecnecncn 8
1.2.  Purpose Statement........ccouvveeiieiiniiniiieiiniinecistsniossssnsonsonn 12
1.3, Aims and Objectives.....ccoeeiiuiiieiiniiniiieiiniiieiesinisnecsssonsons. 12
1.4.  Literature ReVIeW......cccviuiiniiiiiiniiiiiniiniiiiiieiinioneseaioncenns 12
1.5,  Primary Question.......ccceeiieiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiaienns 23
1.6.  Secondary QuesStionsS.......c.eeeeereeeeecerinceaceecnsensencescnsansnnn 23
1.7, HYPOtNESIS.eetietieeneieeeeeeeintineeeenrensencessesensensescnsansancesnns 23
HINEC T UIN 1111 01 8 11) 1 £ N 23
1.9, Significance .....ccovveiieiiniiiiiieiiiiiieiiiiiiiiaiiniitettatinsonnn 24
1.10. Research Methodology........ccceeviuiiniiiniiniiiiiiniinienecinrencenns 25
1.11. Theoretical FrameworK........ccccoeeiiuiiiiiniiniiieciniinicnessnsonne 25
N 0111117 13 (1) 1 LN 31
1.13. Delimitations......ccceveiieiiniiiiiiniiiiiiiiiniiiiiieiiiiiieieiinieneenns 31
1.14. Organization of the Research........c.ccccoveviiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnne. 31

Chapter 2 The road to a common path: Identifying US and Indian National
Interest.

2.1.  What is National Interest.........ccccoeeiiiiiuiieiiiiiiiniieiieiiiininennee. 34
2.2, India’s Strategic National Interest.......c.cccovviiiniiiiniiiniiiniinniennee 37
2.3. US National Interest........cccoevuiieiiiiiiniieiieiiiiniieiiecieceiieciecncnn. 42
2.4. Basis of a relationship: Commonality of National Interests............. 45

Chapter 3: Indo- US Strategic relations in the post 9/11 era: Towards a Shared
StrategiC FUTUIE OF NOT..cuiieiieiiiiiieiierieriiateessesntsassessesnssnsssssssnssnssnssssnss

3.1. (27 16d 10 | o1V 1 [o [P PT PPN
3.1.1. From Estrangement to Engagement: History of Indo- US relations......

3.2. Road towards a global partnership: Indo- US strategic relations in the post
5 =T g T 54



3.3. Common Values and Convergence of Interests: Premises for US- India

oL 1 =] 5] 11T o N 56
3.3.1 Evolution of International SyStem.....cceeeeiieeiierireneenereeeeecnnne 57
3.3.2The “China” Threat.......ccveeeeeereeeeeeneenecenceneceasensesacensensennss 58
3.3.3War on Terrorism.....cccciieeiiiieniiiiieeiiiinncceiensscesnssccsnnsscannnss 59
3.3.4 Role of Democracy and Shared Values ....c.ceeeeveeeiiniieenenennenee 60
3.3.5 People to People relations........cccoeeiiuiiiiiiniiiiiiniinieneiinionecnnans 60

3.4. Recent initiatives and Partnership Agreements between the US and India...61

341, SECUNILY tuveneieeneenrenceecesensensencescnsansansescnsonsonsassnscnses 63
3. 4.2 ECONOMICS cuteieineeneenranceeceecnsensencescnscnsonsessnscnsansoscnnes 66
3.4.3 Civil Nuclear COOPEration ...c.ceeeereeeeeensenreesescnssnssnsscnsons 67

Chapter 4: India’s Quest for great Power Status

A I 110 04 L) T2 1) | 70
4.2. Important perspective on the issue.......ccoceveiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiecne. 71
4.3. Fundamental goals to the India’s great power quest.......c.cccceeveeeieiniinrinen 73
4.3.1. Promoting AULONOMY ...cuieuiieteeeerenteesensessessnsonsesssssessnsssssssssons 74
4.3.2. SeCUrity OF the STAte ..vuiveiiiiiieiieiiiiniiniiniiecneenienteecescnssnsansoanns 74
4.3.3. ECONOMIC dEVEIOPMENT. . uiieiieiieeneiiiintineeeeeeeneensenceecnscnsancencnnes 75
4.3.4. Achieving SOCIal STatUS...cceevveiiarieriiiniiarieriesrsarseceesnsensessessnsns 75
4.4. India’s great POWEr (UESt.....ccceeviiiinrriiinrieiinnresiesstcsensssssssssssnnssssneenns 76
4.4.1 India’s great power quest in post cold war period............ccccueuenn.. 77
4.4.2 Becoming a Key “Swing State,” 2001-2010.....ccccceveiiiieiiieinecnnnns 78
4.4.3 India’s power quest in South East Asia..........ccccovviiiniiiiiiiiininnen. 80
4.4.4 India and U.S. interest in central ASia ....cocveviieininineiniineiannnnnne. 81
4.45U.S interest in Central ASia....cceeveieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieieieieieienanann. 83
7T 111 116 L1 T T ) 85



Chapter 5: Analysis, Findings and Conclusion

5.1 ANAIYSIS 1ereiniiniiniieiniiniieeieintenteeceecssnsensescesansonsessnssnsansessnssnsansens 87
5.2, FiNdiN@S..ccuviiieiineiiiniiineiiiniessresetosatossscssasosssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssns 108
SR O] o1 [V 1) | R 110
] o] ITe o] =1 0] 1 ) /0N 114



Abstract

The end of cold war era saw a change in the international order with America’s
emergence as a sole super power in the international arena. This also marked a starting
of a positively transformed relation between India and United States, which reached its
peak in the presidency of George W Bush that is the post 9/11 world order. Today the
convergence of interests between the two nations in this new world order has led them
to shed the bitterness and suspicion of the past and both of them strongly seek a stronger
partnership in future. Hence this thesis will seek to analyze indo-us strategic relations
with special emphasis on defence, economics and the strategic environment that affect
both countries directly with special attention on long term prospects for a future
alliance. In the year 2009, the leader of these two great countries came up with an
ambitious target: to transform their “natural bilateral partnership” into a strategic and
global partnership”. This requires a lot of systematic efforts indeed, as there are a lot of
foreign policy differences that act as obstacles in their relation turning into a formal
alliance. Yet we see there are many common grounds and signs that indicate the
potential of the U.S.- India partnership successfully turning into one of the world major
alliances; with a significant impact on the development of the international relations in
the 2Ist century. Hence the purpose of this thesis is analyze and trace the emergence of
a likely D2 , that is a strong partnership between US and India , two largest democracies
as the most crucial strategic alliance of coming decades.
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