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Executive Summary 

 

Agriculture performance in Pakistan in terms of yield 

per hectare and quality is quite low as compared to other 

counties. In the agriculture sector there is a diverse range 

of stakeholders. The interrelationships amongst these 

stakeholders are not well defined and structured. The 

information flow within the stakeholders and thereto the 

farmer is highly fragmented. Most of the information flow 

takes place through word of mouth and selective publication. 

This makes the system very slow. Moreover, the information 

provided is mostly generic in nature and does not cater to 

the specific needs of the farmer.  

The first chapter of the thesis deals with highlighting 

the importance of agriculture to Pakistan. It also talks 

about the role of agriculture and the current status of 

agriculture. It also goes a step further in discussing the 

future impact of the current practices in this sector. 

The second chapter concerns with the literature review 

of my thesis. Here, numerous publications, journals, 

articles and websites that were studied during my thesis are 

discussed. It also discusses the formulation of my opinion 

about the topic. 

The third chapter discusses the methodology I took for 

the pursuit of my thesis. It discusses in detail the two 

phases in which this thesis was completed and what was the 

mode of collection of information. 

The fourth chapter analyses my research problem. It 

discusses the rationale of my research, the purpose of my 

study, highlights the problem areas and further discusses 

the scope and objective of the thesis. 

The fifth chapter discusses a proposed solution based 

on the flaws studied in the present agricultural system. It 
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highlights numerous aspects of the proposed solution based 

on relevant examples and benchmarks. It also discusses an 

initial roadmap towards the implementation of the new 

solution. Key considerations while implementing the new 

system are also discussed. 

 



Table of Contents 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY IV 

1. INTRODUCTION 3 

1.1. ROLE OF AGRICULTURE 3 

1.2. IMPORTANCE OF AGRICULTURE IN THE ECONOMY & IT’S 
DEVELOPMENT 4 

2. LITERATURE REVIEW 10 

3. METHODOLOGY 14 

3.1. OVERVIEW OF THE AGRICULTURE SECTOR 14 

3.2. METHODOLOGY 16 

4. RESEARCH PROBLEM 20 

4.1. RATIONALE FOR RESEARCH 20 

4.2. PURPOSE OF STUDY 20 

4.3 PROBLEM STATEMENT 21 

4.4. OBJECTIVES OF STUDY 21 

4.5. PROBLEM AREA 22 

PROPOSED SOLUTION 49 

5. MARKET INFORMATION SERVICES (MIS) 50 

5.1. CURRENT STATUS OF ON-LINE MIS IN PAKISTAN 51 

 



 

5.2. MARKET INFORMATION SERVICES IN VARIOUS COUNTRIES & 
USING THEM AS A BENCHMARKING TOOL 52 

5.3. BENEFITS OF MIS IMPLEMENTATION IN THE PAKISTANI 
AGRICULTURAL SYSTEM 61 

APPENDIX 68 

Table (I) 69 

Table (II) 70 

Table (III) 72 

 

REFERENCES & BIBLIOGRAPHIES 75 


	Department Of Management Sciences
	Executive Summary
	1. INTRODUCTION
	1.1. Role of Agriculture
	1.2. Importance of Agriculture in the Economy & it’s Development
	3. Methodology
	3.1. Overview of the Agriculture Sector
	3.1.1. Value Chain Analysis
	3.1.2. Study of Existing System
	3.1.3. Agricultural Practices in Foreign Countries
	3.1.4. Potential Areas for Information Services
	3.1.5. Evaluation of Best Practice

	3.2. Methodology
	3.2.1. Phase 1
	3.2.2. Phase 2
	4.6.1. PAKISTAN AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH COUNCIL
	Importance 
	Current Status and Issues

	4.6.2. ZARAI TARAQIYAATI BANK LIMITED (ALSO KNOWN AS ADBP)
	Importance
	Current Status and Issues

	4.6.3. PUNJAB SEED CORPORATION
	The Importance of this service
	Current Status
	Issues

	4.6.4. EXTENSION AND ADAPTIVE RESEARCH CENTRE
	Importance of this particular service
	Current Status
	Technology Package Development
	Farmer Education/Training
	Monitoring/Feedback

	Issues

	4.6.5. AGRICULTURE RESEARCH INSTITUTES
	Importance of this particular service
	Current Status
	Issues

	4.6.6. FIELD WING OF AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT
	Importance of this Particular Service
	Current Status and Issues

	4.6.7. CROP REPORTING SERVICES
	Importance of this Particular service
	Current Status
	Issues

	4.6.8. FERTILIZER MANUFACTURING/MARKETING COMPANIES
	Importance
	Current Status and Issues
	Figure I


	4.6.9. FARMERS
	Importance
	Current Status and Issues

	4.6.10. DEALERS
	Importance

	4.6.11. COMMODITY MARKET
	Importance
	Current Practices and Issues


	PROPOSED SOLUTION
	5.1. Current Status of on-line MIS in Pakistan
	5.2. Market Information Services in Various Countries & Using them as a Benchmarking Tool
	India
	The Department of Agriculture & Co-operation, Ministry of Agriculture
	Ikisan.com
	Mandi Online by the Agriculture Marketing Board, Rajashthan
	Indonesia
	Agribisinis Indonesia On-line
	Agro-Indonesia.com

	Hong Kong
	Vegetable Marketing Organization (VMO)

	Australia
	Australian Agriculture Online
	Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry-Australia (AFFA)

	Others

	International Agricultural MIS Providers
	Agriculture Online.com
	AgriNet.com


	5.3. Benefits of MIS Implementation in the Pakistani Agricultural System
	5.3.1. Reduces Risks & Costs
	5.3.2. Increased Participation
	5.3.3. Better Planning
	5.3.4. Developing Market Information Services
	5.3.5. Key Considerations
	Format & Dissemination
	End-User Satisfaction
	Skill Transfer
	Fee Generation
	Institutional Structure 

	Table (II)

	References & Bibliographies



