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ABSTRACT 

 

This thesis examines the complex nature of false eyewitness testimony, its psychological 

underpinnings, and its impact on legal outcomes, with a particular focus on Pakistan. The study 

begins by exploring the cognitive mechanisms behind false memories, including the role of 

suggestion, stress, intoxication, and the influence of social media. It delves into how memory 

distortion occurs and identifies individuals who are particularly vulnerable to providing inaccurate 

testimonies. The thesis further investigates global approaches to addressing the issue, examining 

legal frameworks in China, India, Canada, and the United States to understand how different 

nations combat the challenges posed by unreliable eyewitness accounts. 

The research then shifts focus to Pakistan, evaluating the country's legal system in relation to 

eyewitness testimony. It highlights the prevailing laws, landmark court cases, and the importance 

of proper identification procedures. The study contrasts eyewitness testimony with intentional 

perjury and explores the systemic challenges within Pakistan's judicial system that contribute to 

wrongful convictions based on faulty eyewitness accounts. 

In the final chapter, the thesis offers comprehensive recommendations to improve the reliability of 

eyewitness testimony in Pakistan's legal system. These include integrating scientific findings into 

legal practice, raising awareness among law enforcement and the judiciary, implementing better 

investigative protocols, and proposing legislative reforms. The thesis concludes by advocating for 

a more evidence-based approach to eyewitness testimony, emphasizing the need for reforms that 

protect both the integrity of the justice system and the rights of the accused. 
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