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ABSTRACT 

This research examines the pressing issue of climate-induced migration, focusing on the legal and 

policy frameworks needed to address the rights and protections of climate migrants, particularly 

within Pakistan. Climate change is intensifying environmental degradation, driving vulnerable 

populations to relocate as a survival strategy against threats like sea-level rise, desertification, and 

extreme weather events. However, despite the global acknowledgment of climate change as a 

catalyst for displacement, international and national legal frameworks remain inadequate in 

providing specific protections for climate migrants, who are not formally recognized as refugees 

under existing conventions. 

The research explores the conceptual and theoretical dimensions of climate-induced migration, 

defining key terms and understanding the environmental, socioeconomic, and governance factors 

that compel migration. The study also investigates relevant migration theories, adaptation 

frameworks, and climate justice perspectives to provide a multidisciplinary approach to the issue. 

Special emphasis is placed on Pakistan, where climate change is exacerbating vulnerabilities, and 

large segments of the population face heightened risk due to geographic and socioeconomic 

conditions. Through case studies and analysis of regional variations, the thesis highlights the 

socioeconomic and cultural impacts on communities forced to migrate within and outside Pakistan. 

A critical evaluation of international legal frameworks, including the United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the Paris Agreement, reveals the limitations in 

addressing climate-induced migration. Soft law instruments, such as the Guiding Principles on 

Internal Displacement and the Nansen Initiative, along with roles of international organizations 

like UNHCR and IOM, are examined to assess their effectiveness and applicability. The study 

further evaluates Pakistan’s national policies, including the National Climate Change Policy and  

Disaster Management Act, identifying gaps in addressing the needs and rights of climate migrants. 

The thesis concludes by recommending the development of more comprehensive legal and policy 

mechanisms, both internationally and nationally, to recognize climate migrants’ rights, enhance 
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adaptive capacity, and foster resilience. By proposing a framework for Pakistan to align with 

international commitments and enhance its domestic policies, the study aims to contribute toward 

a more effective, rights-based approach to managing climate-induced migration. This research thus 

provides a critical foundation for understanding and addressing one of the most urgent 

humanitarian challenges posed by climate change. 
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