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Junaid calls for skilled workforce to
unlock blue economy potential

STAFF REPORTER
IsLAMABAD

Federal Minister for Mar-
itime Affairs Muhammad
Junaid Anwar Chaudhry
has called for aligning
educational policies with
the needs of the blue
economy to develop a
skilled workforce and
promote sustainable
economic growth. He
expressed these views
during a meeting with
Bahria University Rector
Vice Admiral (retd) Engr
Abid Hameed, where
they discussed academic

cooperation to expand
education,

maritime

strengthen professional
skills and improve access
to higher education.

The minister said col-
laboration between the
Pakistan Marine Acad-
emy (PMA) and Bahria

University could help
address the shortage of
skilled human resourc-
es through specialised
academic programmes,
professional  training,
research and capaci-
ty-building initiatives.
He informed the rec-
tor that the process of
granting degree-award-
ing status to PMA had
reached its final stage.
The proposed upgrade
aims to strengthen
professional maritime
education and bring ac-
ademic qualifications in
the sector closer to in-
ternational standards.

Identifying key chal-
lenges to the develop-
ment of Pakistan’s blue
economy, the minis-
ter cited a shortage of
skilled workers, weak
institutional coordina-
tion and a lack of spe-
cialised educational
programmies.

The meeting also dis-
cussed facilitating higher
education for deserving
students from coastal
areas through the pro-
posed Maritime Educa-
tional Endowment Fund
(MEEF), particularly in
maritime-related disci-
plines.
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Junaid Anwar calls for aligning education policies with blue economy needs

PR
ISLAMABAD

Federal Minister for Maritime Al-
fairs Junaid Anwar Chaudhry has
called for aligning educational pol-
icles with the needs of the blue
economy to develop a skilled work-
force and promote sustainable eco-
nomic growth,

He expressed these views during
a meeting with Bahria Universi-
ty Rector Vice Admiral (Retd) Engr
Abid Hameed, where they dis-
cussed academic cooperation to ex-
pand maritime education, strength-
en professional skills and improve
access to higher education.

The minister said collaboration
between the Pakistan Marine Acad-
emy (PMA) and Bahria University
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could help address the shortage of
skilled human resources through
spectalised academic programmes,
professional training, research and
capacity-bullding initiatives.

He Informed the rector that the
process of granting degree-award-
ing status to PMA had reached its
final stage. The proposed upgrade
aims to strengthen professional
maritime education and bring ac-
ademic qualifications in the sector
closer to international standards,

[dentifying key challenges to
the development of Pakistan's
blue economy, the minister cited a
shortage of skilled workers, weak
institutional coordination and a
lack of specialised educational pro-
grammes.

The meeting also discussed fa-

cilitating higher education for de-
serving students from  coastal
areas through the proposed Mar-
itime  Educational Endowment
Fund (MEEF), particularly in mari-
time-related disciplines.

The fund is envisaged as a long-
term financing mechanism for the
maritime sector, with projections
of bullding a scholarship corpus of
Rs25 billion over 10 years and cu-
mulative disbursements of around
Rs12 billion to benefit approxi-
mately 65,000 students from all
over the country.

Junaid Chaudhry said the initia-
tive could help students from finan-
cially disadvantaged coastal and
fishing communities access quality
education and benefit from emerg:
ing employment opportunities in

the maritime sector

He said maritime education was
Increasingly Important given Pa-
kistan's potential in shipping, port
operations, fisheries, marine tour-
ism, offshore energy and other
ocean-based industries.

Referring to a 2024 study on the
ocean economy, the minister said
the sector contributed an estimated
0.4 per cent to Pakistan's gross do-
mestic product (GDP). He identified
inadequate infrastructure, outdat-
ed regulations, unsustainable fish-
ing practices and marine pollution
as major constraints on its growth,

The minister said the proposed
academic partnership also sup-
ported the objectives of the Unit-
ed Nations Decade of Ocean Sci-
ence for Sustainable Development

(2021-2030), which promotes
ocean research, scientific conpera-
tion and knowledge-sharing for the
sustainable management of marine
TESOUrCes,

Bahria University Rector Vice Ad-
miral (retd) Engr Abid Hameed ex-
pressed the university's readiness
to collaborate with PMA in promot-
ing maritime education, research
and knowledge-sharing.

The minister sald the partnership
was also aligned with the United
Nations Sustainable Development
Goals, particularly SDG 4 [quali-
ty education), SDG 8 [decent work
and economic growth) and SDG 14
(life below water), which promotes
the sustainable use of marine re-
sources and. protection of coastal
ecosystems,
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