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University role
in promoting
entrepreneurs
Stressed

Afshan S. Khan
islamabad

The YES Summit, Expo &
Startup Competition 2026
was inaugurated at Bahria
University, Islamabad, bring-
ing together prominent poli-
cymakers, academic leaders,
industry representatives, en-
trepreneurs, and social inno-
vators to promote leadership,
innovation, entrepreneur-
ship, and sustainable busi-
ness development.

The inaugural ceremony
was graced by Syeda Amna
Batool, Member of the Na-
tional Assembly of Pakistan
and Focal Person to the
Prime Minister’s Youth Pro-
gramme, as the Chief Guest.
The event commenced with
the arrival and registration of
guests, who were warmly
welcomed by Vice Admiral
Abid Hameed HI(M), Rector
Bahria University. The cere-
mony set the stage for mean-
ingful dialogue and collabo-
ration among academia,
industry, and the en-
trepreneurial community.

The mega initiative is
being organised in collabora-
tion with the HEC Task
Force on Business Incuba-
tion Centres (BICs), OIC-
COMSTECH, and other lead-
ing  organisations and
universities. Representatives
of the Higher Education
Commission (HEC) also at-
tended the event, alongside
Dr. Javaid Laghari, Chairman
of the HEC Task Force on
Business Incubation Centres,

and Dr. Habib Boukhari, who
also addressed the gathering.

The speakers emphasised
the importance of strength-
ening  academia-industry
linkages, promoting innova-
tion-driven entrepreneurship,
and creating an enabling
ecosystem for startups and
young business leaders. They
also appreciated the untiring
efforts of Murtaza Noor,
Founder of YES Pakistan, for
bringing together universi-
ties, industry leaders, en-
trepreneurs, and other stake-
holders on a common
platform to advance youth
entrepreneurship and inno-
vation in Pakistan.

The summit featured a se-
ries of insightful keynote and
panel sessions focusing on
leadership, innovation, en-
trepreneurship, the role of
universities in business de-
velopment, and women’s
contributions to economic
growth.

The keynote session was
delivered by Dr. Shoab A.
Khan, Chairman of P@SHA,
who shared valuable insights
into effective leadership,
technological innovation,
and the evolving en-
trepreneurial landscape.

The first panel discussion,
titled “Leadership, Innova-
tion & Lessons from Leading
CEOs,” featured Pervaiz Ab-
bassi, CEO of ADVentures;
Muhammad Adnan Mukhtar,
Convener of the FPCCI
Academia-Industry Commit-
tee; and Moazzam Shahbaz,
CEO of NAQEEBZ.
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