
Abuse of Absolute Diplomatic Immunity from Criminal Jurisdiction: A Critical 

Study in the light of International and National Law 

Submitted By 

Khadija Nazahat        01-177172-007 

Hira Ijaz          01-177172-036 

Supervised By 

Barrister Arooj Bokhari (Senior Lecturer) 

DEPARTMENT OF LAW BAHRIA UNIVERSITY, ISLAMABAD 

2022 



ii 
 

SUPERVISOR’S APPROVAL 

 

Member Names: 

Khadija Nazahat (01-177172-007)  

Hira Ijaz (01-177172-036) 

 

Project Title: Abuse of Absolute Diplomatic Immunity from Criminal Jurisdiction: A 

Critical Study in the light of International and National Law. 

In my judgment, the candidates have met the scholarly standards for this project and have 

completed the project to my satisfaction, and the formatting, writing style, and editorial 

standards as per the requirement of the institute are therefore ready to proceed to Examination.  

 

 

 ____________________  

Signature of Supervisor                                                                                    Date: 5/19/2022 

Barrister Arooj Bokhari 

Senior Lecturer,   

Department of Law  

Bahria University Islamabad Campus     

  



iii 
 

PLAGERISM REPORT 

 

  



iv 
 

  



v 
 

ABSTRACT 

It comes as no surprise that the principle of absolute diplomatic immunity has caused 

the abuse of human rights. Although VCDR provides the remedies in form of waiver and 

persona non grata, practices show that the conventions need to be amended in order to provide 

an effective remedy that gives justice to the victims of crimes of diplomats. Principle is based 

on functional necessity theory, which needs to be reviewed. If immunity is required for proper 

functioning of diplomats to perform their tasks on behalf of the state, then why they have 

immunities for non-official acts and for their families. This shows that these customary practice 

needs to be changed as it is the need of time. This research aims to review the existing 

International legislation i.e. VCDR, to find out the lacunae that need to be cured.  
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1 

TITLE 

Abuse of Absolute Diplomatic Immunity from Criminal Jurisdiction: A Critical Study in the 

light of International and National Law.  



2 

THESIS STATEMENT 

Vienna convention on Diplomatic Relations confers absolute Criminal Immunity to diplomats 

for establishing communication between States, but because of the practices of its abuses by 

diplomats, it is not justified, and hence International Convention should be reviewed and 

revised, to limit this immunity. 
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