
 

 

 

 

 

 

A CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF THE REVIEW PETITIONS DECIDED 

BY THE SUPREME COURT OF PAKISTAN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted by 

SYED ZAFAR HASSAN NAQVI 

01-278212-020 

 

A thesis submitted in fulfilment of the 

requirements for the award of the degree of 

Master of Laws (General) 

 

Supervised by 

DR. SADAQUT ALI 

 

 

September, 2023 

BAHRIA SCHOOL OF LAW 

BAHRIA UNIVERSITY, ISLAMABAD 

 

 

 



II 

 

 

 

 

APPROVAL FOR EXAMINATION 

Scholar Name: Syed Zafar Hassan Naqvi 

Registration No: 01-278212-020 

Program of Study: LLM (General) 

Thesis Title:  AN ANALYSIS OF THE REVIEW PETITIONS DECIDED BY THE 

SUPREME COURT OF PAKISTAN 

 

 

It is to certify that the above these has been completed to my satisfaction and, to my belief, 

its standard is appropriate for submission for examination. I have also conducted 

plagiarism test of this thesis using HEC prescribed software and found similarity index   

5% that is within the permissible limit set by the HEC for the LLM degree thesis. I have 

also found the thesis in a format recognized by the BU for the LLM thesis. 

 

 

 

Principal Supervisor’s Signature: ______________ 

Dr. Sadaqut Ali 

School of Law 

Date: ________________________ 

  



III 

 

 

 

 

 

AUTHOR’S DECLARATION 

I, Syed Zafar Hassan Naqvi hereby state that my LLM thesis titled “AN ANALYSIS OF 

THE REVIEW PETITIONS DECIDED BY THE SUPREME COURT OF PAKISTAN” 

is my own work and has not been submitted previously by me for taking any degree from 

Bahria University or anywhere else in the country/world. 

 

At any time if my statement is found to be incorrect even after my graduation, the 

University has the right to withdraw/cancel my LLM degree. 

 

 

 

Name of Scholar: Syed Zafar Hassan Naqvi 

Date: _______________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



IV 

 

 

 

 

 

PLAGIARISM UNDERTAKING 

I, solemnly declare that research work presented in the thesis titled “A CRITICAL 

ANALYSIS OF THE REVIEW PETITIONS DECIDED BY THE SUPREME COURT 

OF PAKISTAN” is solely my research work with no significant contribution from any 

other person. Small contribution / help wherever taken has been duly acknowledged and 

that complete thesis has been written by me.  

I understand the zero-tolerance policy of the HEC and Bahria University towards 

plagiarism. Therefore, I as an Author of the above titled thesis declare that no portion of 

my thesis has been plagiarized and any material used as reference is properly 

referred/cited. 

I undertake that if I am found guilty of any formal plagiarism in the above titled thesis 

even after award of LLM degree, the university reserves the right to withdraw/revoke my 

LLM degree and that HEC and the University has the right to publish my name on the 

HEC/University website on which names of scholars are placed who submitted 

plagiarized thesis. 

 

 

Scholar/Author’s Sign: ________________________ 

Name of the Scholar: Syed Zafar Hassan Naqvi 

  



V 

 

 

 

 

 

PLAGIARISM REPORT 

 

 

 

 



VI 

 

 

 

 

 

DEDICATION 

This thesis is dedicated to my family and friends for their endless love, support, and 

encouragement. 

I humbly dedicate this work to every individual who has made sacrifices to defend and 

uphold the Constitution in Pakistan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



VII 

 

 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

Alhamdulillah 

I express my gratitude to Allah SWT for giving me the strength, knowledge, ability and 

opportunity to undertake this research and complete in satisfactorily. I would like to 

extend my heartfelt gratitude to my respectable Supervisor, Professor Dr. Sadaqut Ali, 

whose invaluable guidance, encouragement, and feedback have played a pivotal role in 

the realization of this thesis. His expertise in Constitutional Law and commitment to 

academic rigor have not only shaped this work but also instilled in me a profound respect 

for the intricacies of legal scholarship. I am also deeply grateful to the faculty and staff 

of the Bahria University Law School, especially Dr Sohaib Mukhtar and Dr Ghulam 

Abbass who provided me with the necessary tools, insights, and resources throughout my 

LLM journey. 

Outside of academia, my heartfelt appreciation goes to my family, especially my wife 

Syeda Zahra Naqvi, whose unwavering support, patience, and belief in my capabilities 

were my pillars of strength. Her sacrifices and encouragement have been the foundation 

upon which this academic endeavour was built. 

In culmination, this thesis stands as a testament not just to my efforts but to the collective 

support, guidance, and encouragement I have been fortunate to receive. Any errors or 

oversights contained herein are my own in writing process. 

 

 

  



VIII 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIST OF ACRONYMS 

 

AIR   All India Law Reports  

CITES Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species 

of Wild Flora and Fauna 

CLC   Civil Law Cases 

CLD   Corporate Law Decisions  

CLR   Civil Law Reports  

CMS   Convention on Migratory Species of Wild Animals 

CPC   Civil Procedures Code  

CRPC   Criminal Procedures Code 

FBR   Federal Board of revenue 

LJCP   Law and Justice Commission of Pakistan 

LHC   Lahore High Court    

MLD   Monthly Law Digest 

PBC   Pakistan Bar Council  

PCr.LJ   Pakistan Criminal Law Journal 

PHC   Peshawar High Court 

PLJ   Pakistan Law Journal    

PLD Pakistan Legal Decisions 

PTD Pakistan Tax Decisions 

SHC Sindh High Court  

YLR Yearly Law Review  

SCMR   Supreme Court Monthly Review 

SC   Supreme Court 

SJC   Supreme Judicial Council  

  



IX 

 

 

 

 

ABSTRACT 

The concept of a ‘review’ refers to a legally sanctioned process wherein a court 

revisits its own judgment. This practice is globally prevalent and has sparked diverse 

debates, featuring arguments both for and against the exercise of review by courts. The 

doctrine of review is also incorporated in the legal and constitutional framework of 

Pakistan. The Supreme Court has the power, using Article 188 of the constitution, to 

review its past decisions. However, the exercise of this power has been marred by 

substantial criticism, attributed to inconsistencies in decisions, protracted delays, case 

pendency, and alleged politicization. The primary question guiding this study was to 

unravel the reasons behind the criticisms directed at the exercise of review by the 

Supreme Court and to ascertain the grounds of review. The study employed doctrinal 

research methodology to analyze the review petitions decided by the Supreme Court of 

Pakistan from 2016 to 2023 and found significant anomalies, deviations from established 

norms, and arbitrariness, embedding uncertainty in the jurisprudential landscape. To 

alleviate these disparities and revitalize the efficacy of the review process, comprehensive 

reforms including the formulation of explicit review criteria, enactment of responsive 

legislation, and sustained engagement with stakeholders, are imperative. 
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