
 

 

 

Thesis Approval Sheet 

 

Topic of Research: KASHMIR CONFLICT AND INDIAN PRESS: HUMAN 
RIGHT JOURNALISM APPROACH 

Name of Student: UMER SHABBIR GHUMMAN  

Registration No.: 01-258181-010 

Programme: MS-MEDIA STUDIES  

 

 

Approved By:  

 

_______________________________ 

 

_______________________________ 

 

_______________________________ 

 

_______________________________ 

 

_______________________________  



KASHMIR CONFLICT AND INDIAN PRESS 
HUMAN RIGHT JOURNALISM APPROACH 

 

 

 

By 

Umer Shabbir Ghumman 

01-258181-010  

 

Supervisor  

Dr Shabbir Hussain 

 

A dissertation submitted in the partial fulfillment of the requirements for the 
degree of MS (Media Studies) 

 

Faculty of Media Studies 

Bahria University Islamabad  

August 2020 



 

 

 

Thesis Completion Certificate 

 

Student Name:  UMER SHABBIR GHUMMAN 

Registration No: 01-258181-010 

Programme:  MS-MEDIA STUDIES  

Thesis Title: KASHMIR CONFLICT AND INDIAN PRESS: HUMAN 
RIGHT JOURNALISM APPROACH 

 

It is to certify that the above student’s thesis has been completed to my satisfaction and to 

my belief its standard is appropriate for submission. I have also conducted a plagiarism 

test of thesis using HEC prescribed software and found similarity index at that is within 

the permissible limit set by the HEC for MS/MPhil degree thesis. I have also found the 

thesis in a format recognized by Bahria University MS/Mphil thesis.  

 

Principal Supervisor’s Signature:  

Principal Supervisors Name: Dr Shabbir hussain  

Date:   



 

 

 

Author’s Declaration 

 

I, UMER SHABBIR GHUMMAN, hereby state that my MS thesis titled 

KASHMIR CONFLICT AND INDIAN PRESS: HUMAN RIGHT JOURNALISM 

APPROACH is my own work and has not been submitted previously by me for taking  

Any degree from Bahria University or anywhere else in the country/world.  

 

At any time, if my statement is found to be incorrect even after my graduation, the 
university has the right to withdraw/cancel my MS degree. 

 

         Student / Author’s Signature: _________________________ 

                        Date:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Plagiarism Undertaking 

 

I solemnly declare that research work presented in the thesis titled is solely my research 

work with no significant contribution from any other person. Small contribution/help 

wherever taken has been duly acknowledge and that the complete thesis has been written 

by me.  

I understand the zero tolerance policy of HEC and Bahria University towards plagiarism. 

Therefore, I as an author of above titles thesis, declare that no portion of my thesis has 

been plagiarized and any material used as reference is properly referred/cite. 

I undertake that if I am found guilty of any formal plagiarism in the above titles thesis 

even after the award of MS degree, the university reserves the right to withdraw /revoke 

my MS degree and that HEC and Bahria University have the right to publish my name on 

the HEC’s University website, where the names of the students are placed who submitted 

plagiarized thesis. 

 

          Student / Author’s Signature: _________________________ 

                     Student Name / Author: UMER SHABBIR GHUMMAN  

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I dedicate my research work to my father SHABBIR GHUMMAN and 
mother HAJRA JAMEELA whose motivations and teachings are 

always a source of inspiration for me. 

 

 
 

  

  



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 

I am immensely grateful to Almighty ALLAH, whose blessings has been focal reason for 
the accomplishment of my study and His prophet MUHAMMAD( peace be upon him) 
who is a forever source of guidance and knowledge for the entire world. 

I owe my profound gratitude and appreciation to my supervisor Dr Shabbir Hussain who 
through his dynamic cooperation throughout the entire program, guided me with his 
insightful and scholarly suggestions, particularly in my thesis work. Without his 
supervision and guidance, I would not have been able to complete my projest. 

I would like to thank my internal and external supervisors and all the others teachers who 
taught me during the program. I am also highly obliged to my class fellow Koamal 
Manawar who helped me a lot during the project and Usama Maroof who provided me 
technical assistance. 

I also want to pay my special gratitude and thank to my parents who supported me a lot 
throughout the research work and prayed for the success.  

  



 

 

 

Abstract 

This study examines that how Indian press reports the Kashmir conflict particularly after 
the revocation of article 370A on 5 August, 2019 according to the Human Right 
Journalism model of Ibrahim Shaw. Study has been done by the quantitative approach by 
using framing theory and analyzed the 392 news stories of top Indian newspapers like 
The Hindu and Hindustan Times. The results of the study show that Indian press gave 
more weightage to human wrong journalism while reporting the happenings in Kashmir 
during the post siege after the revocation of article 370 A. Study also found that Indian 
press follows the national narrative of government and reports the event from distance 
frames. Results also show that when it comes to soft news both selected newspapers 
reports the events in human right journalism frames, but Indian press used human wrong 
journalism frames when it comes to hard news about politics, foreign policy or defense. 
Human rights journalism and its frames have always been very crucial in inducing 
specific narratives and exploring gateways for media practitioners and researchers for 
further in depth understanding of the issue. 

Keywords:  Kashmir conflict, Human rights violation in Kashmir, Article 370A, Kashmir 

blockade, Kashmir siege, Protest in Kashmir, Kashmiri militants and Pellet guns.  
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